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Summer 2020-21, 4 Credit Hours
Instructor: Myrna García, Ph.D.
Email: mgarc277@depaul.edu (preferred mode of communication)
Phone: 847-467-0326
Virtual Office Location: https://depaul.zoom.us/j/4886298550
Office hours via Zoom: Selected Wednesdays, 12-1pm and by appointment
Course Dates: Monday, June 14 until Sunday, August 22, 2021
Course Location and Delivery Format: Course delivered online asynchronously

COURSE DESCRIPTION
Through readings, films, podcasts and virtual field trips, this course will explore the
histories, identities, and experiences of Chicago’s diverse Latinx populations through
an interdisciplinary and multidisciplinary framework. In this course, we will study the
history, formation and diverse cultures of Chicago’s Latinx communities. We will
investigate how Latinx groups define themselves and make sense of their
immigration/migration experience. We will study the settlement patterns of these
groups, explore questions of community formation, and study issues of housing,
employment and education. This course will also explore how the diverse communities
that make up Latinx Chicago have organized themselves politically and civically and
how they have contributed to addressing issues withintheir communities and
enhancing our City. Because Mexican, Puerto Rican and Central Americans represent
the largest Latinx groups in the Chicago metro region, we will focus our studies on
these communities. You will, however, have opportunities to study other Latina/o/x
groups as well. It is important to understand a bit about the history of Latinx
communities in the U.S. to better grasp the experiences of Latinos in Chicago. For this
reason, the first three modules of our course will explore the history and diverse
experiences of Latinx communities across the country as well as explore the
demographics of this community.

LEARNING OUTCOMES:
AFTER COMPLETING THIS COURSE, YOU WILL BE ABLE TO:
1. Analyze and think more critically about the histories and experiences of
Latinas/os/xs in Chicago.
Syllabus, IN 307: Latinx Chicago

2

2. Question and critically explore one’s own and other’s assumptions.
3. Question and critically explore demographic data.
4. Explain and compare the diverse history of Latinx communities in the United States and
Chicago.
5. Explain the various factors that led to the forceful incorporation of various Latinx
groups into the United States and the immigration and migration of others.
6. Explain the various labels Latinxs use to define themselves and the diversity of the panethic Latinx community.
7. Describe and critically explore one issue or topic relevant to the Chicago Latinx
community.

COURSE SCHEDULE, LEARNING STRATEGIES, & DELIVERABLES
*Readings & media resources are posted on our D2L website & via the library’s reserve system.

MODULES TOPICS, READINGS, MEDIA RESOURCES, ASSIGNMENTS, AND DISCUSSIONS
MODULE 1

Topics

JUNE 14-20

Introduction & Overview of Latina/o/x What’s in a
name? Latinx, Latino/a, Hispanic-Latinx Presence in
the U.S. and Chicago
By the Numbers – The Latinx population in the U.S. andChicago
Exploring our assumptions
Principles of Community and Agreement

Readings and media resources available on D2L
Assignments include discussion posts and a page to a page and half reading
and media analysis paper.
MODULE 2
JUNE 21-27

Topics
Latinx Presence in the U.S. and Chicago (continued)
Exploring our assumptions
History of Latinos in the United States
Readings and Media Resources available on D2L
Assignments include discussion posts and a one-page statement about
exploring one’s own assumptions and critically questioning data.
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MODULE 3
JUNE 28JULY 3

Topics

Latinx Presence in the U.S. and Chicago (continued)History of
Latinos in the United States (continued)

Readings and Media Resources available on D2L
Assignments include discussion posts and a page to a page and half
reading and media analysis paper.

MODULE 4

Topics

JULY 5-11

Latinx Chicago History – Mexican and Puerto Rican History
and Community Formation in Chicago

Readings and Media Resources available on D2L
Assignments include discussion posts and a page to a page and half
reading and media analysis paper.
MODULE 5

Topics

JULY 12-18

Mexican and Puerto Rican Labor Migration to Chicago

Readings and Media Resources available on D2L
Assignments include discussion posts and a page to apage and half reading
and media analysis paper.
MODULE 6

Topics

JULY 19-25

Central Americans in Chicago
Immigration Issues

Readings and Media Resources available on D2L
Assignments include discussion posts and starting work on your research
paper by selecting a topic. Paper will be due week 11 of the course.
Guidelines for the paperwill be made available on the course D2L website.
MODULE 7
JULY 26AUGUST 1

Topics
Community Settlement, Urban Renewal and
Gentrification
Readings and Media Resources available on D2L
Assignments include discussion posts a page to a page and half reading and
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media analysis paper. Students will complete a virtual field trip of one of
Chicago’s Latinx communities.
Continue work on your research paper. Guidelines available on D2L website.
MODULE 8

Topics

AUGUST 2-8

Immigration Issues (continued)
Education Issues
Labor Issues

Readings and Media Resources available on the courseD2L website.
Assignments include discussion posts. Students will also continue work on
their research paper by identifying 2- 3 resources and writing an annotated
bibliography.
MODULE 9

Topics

AUGUST 9-

15

Latino Activism
Black and brown relations in Chicago

Readings and Media Resources available on D2L
Assignments include discussion posts. Students will also continue on their
research papers by identifying 2-3 additional resources and adding to their
annotated bibliographies. Students will also be asked to submit adraft of
their paper.
MODULE 10 Topics
AUGUST 16-

22

Latin Activism (continued)
Exploring Latinx Chicago through food and culture
Readings and Media Resources available on D2L
Assignments include discussion posts and a page to a page and half
reading and media analysis paper.
Students will continue work on their research paper.
Final papers are due during finals week (week 11): Wednesday, August 25
by midnight.
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COURSE SCHEDULE
New modules initiate on Mondays. Discussion posts are due Thursdays. Additional assignments
due on Sunday.
***The absolute deadline for the course closure after which no additional work will be assessed
is on Wednesday, August 25, 2021.

ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT LEARNING
GRADE WEIGHTS
Students are required to submit various types of assignments. These are weighted as follows:

Assignments

Weights

Discussion posts and class
participation

35%

Reading, media and class resource
analysis

35%

Research paper

20%

Other assignments – quiz, field trip
report

10%
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Grading Scale
A = 95 to 100

A- = 91 to 94

B+ = 88 to 90

B = 85 to 87

B- = 81 to 84

C+ = 77 to 80

C = 73 to 76

C- = 69 to 72

D+ = 65 to 68

D = 61 to 64

F = 60 or below

The following University grading standards will be used in assessing students’ work:
A: Accomplished the stated objectives of the course in an EXCELLENT manner
B: Accomplished the stated objectives of the course in a VERY GOOD manner
C: Accomplished the stated objectives of the course in a SATISFACTORY manner
D: Accomplished the stated objectives of the course in a POOR manner
F: Did NOT accomplish the stated objectives of the course

PA: Passing achievement in a pass/fail course. (Grades A through D.) Students who take this
course pass/fail must request this option by the end of the second week of the term.
Students who request pass/fail grading cannot revert to A-F grading.
W: Automatically recorded when the student’s withdrawal is processed after thedeadline to withdraw
without penalty, but within the stipulated period.

PASS/FAIL GRADE POLICY
Students interested in taking a course on a Pass/Fail grade basis need to contact their academic
advisor to request the option by the end of the second week of the course. SCPS students can
email their requests to their advisors and include the course number, quarter, and student ID
number. Non-SCPS students need to contact their home college for instructions on submitting
these requests. Please review the P/F guidelines, course restrictions and GPA implications in
the University catalog before making your request. A grade of Pass represents a D or better
standard and therefore will not meet requirements that have a minimum standard of C- or
better. For further clarification of the P/F option for SCPS students beyond the university
guidelines, please refer to the SCPS catalog.
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MINIMUM SCPS GRADE POLICY
SCPS degree programs with majors (BAPSBA, BAPSC, BAHA, BADA, BANM, and BALS) require a
grade of C- or better in courses taken at DePaul or transfer work applied to course
requirements in the Major and in the LL 261: Essay Writing course in the College Core. All other
course requirements in these programs can be completed with a grade of D or better. SCPS
degree completion major programs (BAABS and BALS) require a C- or better in all courses taken
at DePaul applied to those programs. SCPS competence-based programs (BAIFA, BAC, BAGB
and BAECE) require a D or better in courses taken at DePaul or transfer work applied to
competence requirements.

INCOMPLETE (IN) GRADE
This process follows university policy. A student who encounters an unusual or unforeseeable
circumstance that prevents her/him from completing the course requirements by the end of
the term may request a time extension to complete the work.
 The student must formally initiate the request by submitting the Contract for Issuance
of Incomplete Grade form (via email, word doc), no later than week 10 (or prior to the
final week of a shorter-term course).
 The instructor has discretion to approve or not approve the student’s request for an IN
grade.
 The instructor has discretion to set the deadline for completion of the work, which may
be earlier but no later than two quarters (not counting Summer term).
 The instructor may not enter an IN grade on behalf of a student without a completed
and agreed upon contract.
 The student is alerted that IN grades are not considered by Financial Aid as evidence of
satisfactory academic progress.

VIDEO CONFERENCE SCHEDULE
Office hours, that is, video conferences will be held via Zoom by appointment. In addition,
optional one-hour live office hours via Zoom will be offered. See dates and times below.
Selected live office hours via Zoom:
 Wednesday, June 16, 2021, 12-1pm
 Wednesday, June 30, 2021, 12-1pm
 Wednesday, July 14, 2021, 12-1pm
 Wednesday, July 28, 2021, 12-1pm
 Monday, August 16, 2021, 12-1pm
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Office hours or video conferences will be held at the following Zoom link:
https://depaul.zoom.us/j/4886298550
Sign in to Zoom
Before using Zoom for the first time, users will need to authenticate an account using a DePaul email
address.

1.
2.
3.
4.

Go to depaul.zoom.us
Select Sign In.
Enter Campus Connect credentials.
This will create the Zoom account, to be associated with the preferred email address as
listed in Campus Connect. ***However, please note, students will need to log in via
Zoom by using a DePaul email address.

VERIFY PREFERRED EMAIL FOR D2L INTEGRATION
The preferred method to access Zoom is through depaul.zoom.us, however, Zoom can also be
integrated into D2L. This is an optional feature that allows for access to Zoom from a D2L
course under the Edit Course tab. If choosing to integrate Zoom into D2L, a DePaul email
address will need to be used as the preferred email address, so there are additional steps
required to verify the preferred email address in Campus Connect:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Open Campus Connect.
Log in with Campus Connect credentials.
Follow the directions for Updating Personal Information.
Make sure that the email address marked as “Preferred” is a DePaul email address. If it
is not, change/add that email address and save it as preferred.

See link for more information: https://resources.depaul.edu/teaching-commons/teachingguides/technology/zoom/Pages/setting-up-zoom.aspx

COURSE POLICIES

Policy on Late Work
Any work submitted after an assignment deadline will receive a grade of 0, unless an extension was
negotiated with the instructor prior to the deadline. All negotiated, late submissions are subject to a
grade reduction of 5% for each non-holiday weekday that elapses following the due date, up to the date
of submission. An unforeseen, documented emergency is an exception to this policy, and should be
brought to the instructor’s attention as soon as possible. See also “Dean of Students Office” section
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below. Any assignment for which work is not submitted will receive a grade of 0.

College and University Policies
THIS COURSE INCLUDES AND ADHERES TO THE COLLEGE AND UNIVERSITY POLICIES DESCRIBED IN THE LINKS BELOW:
Academic Integrity Policy (UGRAD)
Incomplete (IN) and Research (R) Grades Expiration Policy
Withdrawal/Drop Policy and Withdrawal Tuition
Accommodations Based on the Impact of a Disability
Students are also invited to contact me privately to discuss your challenges and how I may
assist in facilitating the accommodations you will use during this course. This is best done early
in the term and our conversation will remain confidential.

OTHER RESOURCES FOR STUDENTS
University Center for Writing-based Learning
Dean of Students Office

INSTRUCTOR BRIEF BIO
Dr. Myrna García is an interdisciplinary scholar of critical ethnic studies and Latinx Studies. She teaches
courses on Latinx social movements, im/migration, Chicana/Latina feminism, and the politics of
knowledge production. Her research draws upon oral histories, archival research, and ethnographic
methods to document the youth activism undertaken by members of the Chicago chapter of the Center
for Autonomous Social Action (CASA), one of the most important transnational immigrant rights
organizations to emerge from the Chicano Movement. Her work demonstrates how a sin fronteras
politics was not only a precursor to the political ideology articulated in immigrant rights protests across
the United States in the twenty-first century, but also a theoretical construct that grapples with both
liberatory potentials and limitations for social change. She is an adjunct professor at DePaul University
for the summer term. She is an assistant professor of instruction at Northwestern University. Prof.
García earned her doctorate in ethnic studies at the University of California, San Diego.

ADDITIONAL CONSIDERATIONS
No Recording of Live Interaction Sessions Conducted via Videoconference tools:
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Students are prohibited from sharing class recordings, office hours conversations, or
disclosing the links to a class session to anyone outside of the course.
Students have the right to protect their privacy during recordings by appearing in an
audio-only mode; pseudonymous usernames can be used by students, if shared offline
with the instructor.
Instructors may retain portions of the recordings that contain their intellectual property
consistent with University policy, with students’ identifying information removed.

CHANGES TO SYLLABUS
This syllabus is subject to change as necessary. I reserve the right to make changes to the syllabus. If a
change occurs, it will be clearly communicated to students. I will announce any changes via email and/or
our D2L website.
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